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our Nation celebrates the passage of the 1786
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and
the protection of religious freedom in the
First Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution.

Our Founding Fathers knew the impor-
tance of freedom of religion to a stable de-
mocracy, and our Constitution protects indi-
viduals™ rights to worship as they choose. We
reject religious discrimination in every form,
and we continue our efforts to oppose preju-
dice and to counter any infringements on re-
ligious freedom.

Today, we are also working to advance
freedom of religion abroad. The Department
of State’s Office of International Religious
Freedom plays an important role in these ef-
forts, advocating for religious freedom and
actively working against religious persecution
around the world. In recent years, we have
seen important progress, including in Viet-
nam, Laos, India, Georgia, and the United
Arab Emirates, and with the release of many
individuals in countries throughout the world
who had been imprisoned because of their
faith. By helping to secure the religious free-
dom of people in other countries, we pro-
mote the spread of liberty and human dig-
nity.
Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2006,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all
Americans to reflect on the great blessing of
religious liberty, endeavor to preserve this
freedom for future generations, and com-
memorate this day with appropriate events
and activities in their schools, places of wor-
ship, neighborhoods, and homes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:23 a.m., January 18, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 19. This item was not

received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Executive Order 13395—
Designating the Global Fund To
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria as a Public International
Organization Entitled To Enjoy
Certain Privileges, Exemptions, and
Immunities

January 13, 2006

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including sections
1 and 16 of the International Organizations
Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 and 288f-6),
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Designation. The Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
(Global Fund) is hereby designated as a pub-
lic international organization entitled to
enjoy the privileges, exemptions, and immu-
nities provided by the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act.

Sec. 2. Non-Abridgement. The designation
in section 1 is not intended to abridge in any
respect privileges, exemptions, or immunities
that the Global Fund otherwise may have ac-
quired or may acquire by law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 13, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:23 a.m., January 18, 2006]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 19. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 14, 2006

Good morning. Last October, I was proud
to nominate Judge Sam Alito to be an Asso-
ciate Justice on the Supreme Court of the
United States. This week, Judge Alito testi-
fied before the Senate Judiciary Committee,
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and the American people saw a man of char-
acter and intelligence. He forthrightly an-
swered questions with grace and composure
and showed his personal humility and legal
brilliance—qualities that have made him one
of America’s most accomplished and re-
spected judges.

In his opening statement to the Com-
mittee, Judge Alito offered an eloquent de-
scription of the proper role of a judge. He
put it this way: “A judge cannot have any
agenda; a judge cannot have any preferred
outcome in any particular case. The judge’s
only obligation is to the rule of law. In every
single case, the judge has to do what the law
requires.

Judge Alito has embodied this under-
standing of a judge’s proper role throughout
his distinguished career. He has participated
in thousands of appeals, and he has authored
hundreds of opinions. His record shows that
he strictly and fairly interprets the Constitu-
tion and laws and does not try to legislate
from the bench or impose his personal pref-
erence on the people. As the American peo-
ple saw this week, Judge Alito always ap-
proaches the law in a thoughtful, fair, and
openminded way.

Throughout his life, Sam Alito has dem-
onstrated a mastery of the law, great decency,
and a strong commitment to public service.
As a young man, he wore his country’s uni-
form in the Army Reserve and achieved the
rank of captain. Early in his legal career, he
worked as a Federal prosecutor. As Assistant
to the Solicitor General, Sam Alito argued
12 cases before the Supreme Court. He later
served in the Justice Department’s Office of
Legal Counsel, where he provided constitu-
tional advice for the President and the execu-
tive branch.

In 1987, President Reagan named Sam
Alito the United States Attorney for the Dis-
trict of New Jersey—the top Federal pros-
ecutor in one of the Nation’s largest Federal
districts. The Senate confirmed him by unan-
imous consent. In this important post, Sam
Alito showed a passionate commitment to
justice and the rule of law and earned a rep-
utation for being both tough and fair. He
moved aggressively against white-collar and
environmental crimes, drug trafficking, orga-
nized crime, and violations of civil rights. In

1990, President Bush nominated Sam Alito
for the United States Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit, and the Senate once again
confirmed him by unanimous consent. He’s
served with distinction on that court for 15
years, and he has more prior judicial experi-
ence than any Supreme Court nominee in
more than 70 years.

Sam Alito’s brilliance, integrity, and ac-
complishments have gained him respect and
praise from his colleagues and from attorneys
across the political spectrum. This week, fel-
low judges from the Third Circuit publicly
testified in support of his confirmation, and
they praised his integrity and fairness. The
American Bar Association gave Judge Alito
a unanimous rating of “well-qualified”—the
ABA’s highest possible rating. The ABA con-
cluded that Judge Alito meets “the highest
standards” of “integrity, professional com-
petence, and judicial temperament.” In the
past, leading Democratic Senators have
called the ABA’s rating system the “gold
standard” for judicial nominees.

During this week’s hearings and over the
course of his career, Judge Alito has dem-
onstrated that he is eminently qualified to
serve on our Nation’s highest Court. I'm
grateful to Senator Arlen Specter for his su-
perb work in chairing the hearings. I also
thank Judge Alito’s wife, Martha, and the
Alito children for their patience and dignity
during the confirmation process.

Now the Senate has a duty to give Judge
Alito a prompt up-or-down vote. I look for-
ward to the Senate voting to confirm Sam
Alito as 110th Justice of the Supreme Court.
America is fortunate to have a man of his
intellect and integrity willing to serve, and
as a Justice on our Nation’s highest Counrt,
Sam Alito will make all Americans proud.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:00 a.m. on
January 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 14.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 13 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.
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Remarks to Reporters Following a
Visit to the National Archives and
Records Administration

January 16, 2006

It seems fitting on Martin Luther King
Day that I come and look at the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in its original form.
Abraham Lincoln recognized that all men are
created equal. Martin Luther King lived on
that admonition to call our country to a high-
er calling, and today we celebrate the life
of an American who called Americans to ac-
count when we didn’t live up to our ideals.

Allen, thanks for having me. I would
strongly recommend our fellow citizens come
to this house of archives—a house that ar-
chives a lot of our important documents. It’s
really an amazing place; it’s really fascinating.
I appreciate you and your staff, thanking you.

All right, thank you all. See you later today.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in the East
Rotunda Gallery. In his remarks, he referred to
Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at Georgetown University’s
“Let Freedom Ring” Celebration
January 16, 2006

Thank you all. Thanks for the kind intro-
duction, and thanks for the invitation to be
here. It’s an honor to join you on this national
holiday celebrating one of America’s most
important lives: Martin Luther King, Jr.

Every year on this day, we reflect on the
great movement for civil rights that trans-
formed our country. We remember leaders
like Rosa Parks, who today is being honored
with the John Thompson, Jr., Legacy of a
Dream Award. And we recommit ourselves
to working for the dream that Martin Luther
King gave his life for: an America where the
dignity of every person is respected; where
people are judged not by the color of their
skin—by the content of their character; and
where the hope of a better tomorrow is in
every neighborhood in this country.

I'm sorry Laura is not with me. She’s lead-
ing a delegation to Liberia for the swearing-
in of President Johnson Sirleaf, who, by the

way, is the first elected woman President on
the Continent of Africa.

I want to thank Dr. DeGioia and the good
folks at Georgetown University. I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here. By the way, Condoleezza Rice is not
here, because she’s with Laura. [Laughter]
I want to thank Majority Leader Bill Frist
and his wife, Karyn, other Members of Con-
gress who are here. I appreciate Bruce Gor-
don, the president of the NAACP, for his
strong leadership.

It is such an honor always to be in the
presence of Dorothy Height. And I want to
thank Tiffany Thompson for being here to
represent her good dad—wondering where
your brother was. [Laughter] DeGioia hired
him, and he’s working. [Laughter] Thank you
all for being here.

When our Founders declared America’s
independence, they invoked the self-evident
truth that all men are created equal. Our
Constitution was written to put the principles
of a free and equal society into practice. It
is a living document. It required amendment
to make sure that promise was fulfilled,
amendments like the abolishment of slavery,
the guarantee of equal protection, and the
right to vote for all Americans. Dr. King
called these documents America’s great
“Charters of Freedom,” and he continued to
trust in their power even when the practice
of America did not live up to their promise.

As children of the South, Martin Luther
King and Rosa Parks both came to the civil
rights movement with long personal experi-
ence of the evils of discrimination and seg-
regation. Dr. King called the daily humilia-
tions endured by black Americans “the jan-
gling discords of our Nation.” And Rosa
Parks famously experienced it when that bus
driver had her arrested for refusing his order
to give up her seat to a white man.

But Mrs. Parks and Dr. King shared a
deep belief in a hopeful future. They strongly
believed that segregation could not stand
once it was held up to the light in all its ugli-
ness. And because of their spirit and their
work, the cruelty and humiliation of Jim
Crow is a thing of the past.

As well, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mrs.
Parks’ faith in the future reflected their faith



